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Geological analysis of the ruins of Angkor in Asia
Tomio MORIAI

Abstract

The ruins of Angkor in Cambodia are on the World Heritage List. Angkor in highly evaluated as a cultural heritage;
furthermore, in the field of architectural engineering, it is a creative masterpiece. Italy has the most world heritage
sites, and in Asia, China and India also have many world heritage sites. Surprisingly, however, Angkor is the most
popular tourist destination in the world. We would like to stress the following geological features in Asia which are
related to the construction of the Angkor structures. 1. Geological features of Asia, 2. Geological structures, topog-
raphy, and fault-and-fold systems in Asia, 3. Earthquakes (seismic activities) and landslides and 4. Built-in features
to prevent Angkor weathering. In Asia, there are two stable places suitable for building such structures as those of
Angkor, namely, Indochina and Siberia. Siberia is very cold with dense forests. However, Cambodia is warmer, very

stable and conveniently located. Therefore, Cambodia was the best place for building the ancient city of Angkor.
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1: East siberian platform 18 : Sourh Mongolian zone
2 : Anabar shild 19 : Kirin-Hei lungking fold system
3: Siberian platform 20 : Iner Mongolian zone
4 : Aldan shild 21 : Djungal-Balkhasi zone
5 : Stanovoy complex 22 : Nouth Tienshan
6 : East european platform 23 : South Tienshan
7 : Bureya massif 24 : Nanshan fold system
8: Turanian plate 25 : Kunlun fold system
9: Tarim platform 26 : Tsinling fold system
10 : Sino—korean platform 27 : Sankiang fold system

11 : Indian platform 28 : Tangla fold system

12 - Indochina platform 29 : Sungpan—Kantze fold system
13 : Yangtze platform 30 : Lhasa fold system

14 : Uralian zone 31 : South-Chaina fold system

15 : Sikhote-khingan folded system 32:
16 : Great-khingan folded system 33
17 : Intysh-zaisan zone

S.E.Maritime fold system
Taiwan fold system
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