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(THE FORM AND TECHNIQUES OF ITAKURA IN TAGAJO CITY MIYAGI
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E#® = (Ryo Watanabe)

The purpose of this study is to explore the form of “Itakura,” a traditional type of warehouse in
Japan; the technique used in its creation, and the relationship with carpenters. This study
investigated warehouses in Tagajo City and those around Miyagi Prefecture which were damaged in
the 3.11 earthquake. In addition to “Itakura,” this study also examined the “Dozou” and “Ishikura”
types of warehouse. During these mvestlgatlons, this study found many special carpentry techniques
used in the creation of the warehouse and came to understand the difference in quality among these
techniques, especially regarding the pillars “sigebashira”, “hanbashira” and the wooden walls used
in their construction. “Itakura” can be classifiend into three types: “Hame-Itakura,” “Otoshi-Itakura,’
and “Seirou-Kura”. Among them, in Miyagi prefecture, “Hame-Itakura” is the most prevalent. Its
main features are “Nuki” attached to the outside of the warehouse, whose role is to join the pillars of
the building, a number of pillars standing in line whose intervals vary to improve their practical

ﬁerformance, and the decorations made on the eaves of the warehouse.” As a result of this study, it
as become clear that there have been great changes in the construction techniques of Itakura
depending on the era of their construction. In this study, the differences between warehouses in

Tagajo «
and their appearance.
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