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The Plans of Colonial Union of Benjamin Franklin

Fumio Katayama

Abstract

Benjamin Franklin, one of the founding fathers of the U.S.A., tried to establish a union of thirteen British
colonies for common defense against French attack and appropriate regulation of Indian trades.

In 1754, at the Albany conference, Franklin and other members from several colonies made “The Albany
plan of union”. The plan had three main features : (1) The union was to have sovereign power over all inde-
pendent colonies in the field of common defense and Indian affairs, (2) The power of union was to be based on
democratic participation and consent of the people, (3) The union was to stand on an equal footing with the
mother country, Britain. By creating this plan of union, Franklin wanted to simplify and “rationalize” colonial
politics which he considered too complicated.

But neither British parliament nor the assemblies of all of the colonies adopted this plan. Colonial assem-
blies disliked the advent of the superior power, and the British government disliked the rapid growth of the co-
lonial union power. Even so, this plan of union offers some clues to Franklin’s political and social views, and
had influence on the members who made the “Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union” and the “Consti-
tution of the United States.”
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