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Abstract

Configuration management, one of the important aspects of network management, is getting
more and more complex because a number of and a variety of devices connect to intranets in
recent years. Network administrators have to find those devices and have to identify the types of
the devices for configuration management. In this research, we discuss a simple method to
roughly categorize the types of devices in intranets by focusing volume of ARP requests. Since
ARP requests are broadcast to an intranet, we can easily monitor and analyze them. This paper
reports analysis results of ARP requests monitored in real environment. The analysis results
show that different types of devices have different characteristics in sending or receiving ARP
requests. It indicates that the volume of ARP request can be useful metrics for categorizing
networked devices.
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