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Support for Educational Institution in Miyagi Prefecture by

Measuring Radioactivity

Abstract

Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station accident was set off by east Japan earthquake in
March 11, 2011. Radioactive materials from these nuclear-power plants have been dispersed over
a large area of northeast Japan. Soil contamination in a wide range of land with the accident in
the nuclear power plant, is causing concern of radioactive contamination on agricultural products
cultivated in the Tohoku region. In the present research project, there are two types of
measurements for radiation. The first is to measure whether the level is sufficiently low relative
to the reference value of the country for food radioactivity level for food to be provided to the
school meals. The second is to determine, against agricultural products that are grown for
education in high school in Miyagi prefecture, whether theradiation level is low enough with
respect to the reference value of the country for food radioactivity level. The radioactivity
concentration in samples was evaluated using a sodium iodide detector and a germanium
detector. Results have been notified everyday on the web site of the Miyagi prefecture
government. The radioactivity concentration in all evaluated samples was lower enough compare
with the national safety criterion value of 100 Bq/kg for food. In addition, enlightening lectures
about characteristics of radiation, radiation protection and the effects on health have been
performed for local residents as part of this project.
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