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A Survey on the Slate Roof Houses and Villages around Ishinomaki District

Abstract

The progress report of continual survey on the manifold cultural landscapes of distribution
and concentration of natural slate roof houses and villages are described in this report. The
original technique of quarrying stones and slice processing have been put in practice from
Muromachi period and subsequently, the manufacturing campanies have made school slate
products or roofing slate materials from Meiji period at Ogatsu town, Ishinomaki district. The
roofing materials were used to not only various Japanese modern architectures, for example
Tokyo station building, but also many folk houses in the northeast district of Miyagi prefecture
including Ishinomaki.

Now we can see a lot of properties after WWII and the land reform rather than a few of old
things. In addition, a lot of assets in the coast area were sharply decreased because of the Great
East Japan Earthquake, Big Tsunami and public support system of pulling down. Therefore, we
have gone and confirmed the existing at the scene from coast area to inland country with the
PDA tool and on-line GIS.

We have recognized the architectural historical geography with drawing the large and detail
map of slate roof houses and villages.
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