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Revitalize Abandoned Houses by Converting them into Welfare Centers and
Other Forms of Support for the Local Residents

Satoshi ISHII ¥, Yasushi TAKEUCHI #, Masahito FUWA ¥

Abstract

This project is a collaboration between our university and a social welfare corporation, whose
aim is to contribute to the local community. It will revitalize abandoned houses in Kurikoma,
Kurihara City, Miyagi Prefecture, by converting them into welfare centers and other forms of
support for the local residents who are facing the aging problem. In order to materialize their
renovation and operation, this project devises concrete renovation plan that can be implemented.
At this time, the objective was to formulate a concrete plan for the renovation/maintenance and
to conduct related research. We formed a project team within the architecture department and
recruited interested students for active participation. A total of 31 students participated, and
about 100 students participated in 4 workshops conducted at the site and meetings held on
campus. We organized workshops that included the local residents, examined and discussed the
possible usage of the houses after the renovation and methods for renovation and maintenance,
and for discovering the charm and the potentials of the area. Moreover, we published a “report”
that introduced the content of this project and distributed it among the local residents. We
conducted measurement survey of the buildings, and collected basic data, drew CAD plans, and
produced building models for the future planning of renovation. Finally, we presented the
renovation plan.
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