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Acquiring Assertiveness Skills from Project Based Learning :
Developing New Products with Students
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to introduce Project Based Learning (hereafter PBL) with
activities of students. They got special skills, assertiveness as well as how to use the marketing
theories. Our goal is to develop of new applications for the market expansion with students’ idea.
This study has been conducting with local ultra-small enterprise. Even though “Paper paints”
(hereafter Kamienogu) has developed over 20 years and patented, but stagnant sales. It may be
used for painting, shaping and transcription picture like wall surface, and it has a safety far below
the regulation of Japanese Industrial Standards. However, the sales have remained small because
the brand awareness is still low.

In the brainstorming for new product development based on marketing theory, such as
Segmentation-Targeting-Positioning (STP) and Product, Price, Place, Promotion (4P), students
proposed educational materials for fine arts in schools.

They progress management of the project, selection of easy-to-use tube, the case with label
and company's new logo, review of sales channels, and exhibition booth layout. Thus the student
can experience a series of processes that be involved in marketing, education effect of this project
has been maximized. Further, the expected results of this PBL are economic ripple effect and the
network expansion effect by regional link like cooperation with local printing industry.
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