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(Research on the Protection System of Chinese Concessions
and the Protection of Modern Historic Buildings)

—Comparing with the foreign settlements in Japan—
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There are many historic buildings preserving in the Chinese concessions, which are very important to the history
of modern architecture. However, with the process of urbanization, not only have many modern historic
buildings disappeared, but also many of the existing buildings have not been properly preserved, and the
deficiency of historic preservation systems in China may be one of the reasons that the concession areas are now
facing a sharp contradiction between urban renewal and historic preservation. On the other hand, there are also
many western-style buildings in the foreign settlements in Japan, and historic preservation systems have been
enacted to protect these buildings, which are very similar to the situation in the Chinese concessions. This paper
takes Shanghai and Wuhan, which are the cities developed from concessions, as the research objects,
summarizes the history of Chinese current historic preservation systems and respective local preservation
systems of Shanghai and Wuhan, investigates the situation and problems of concession preservation in two cities,
and by comparing systems and situation of preservation between Chinese concessions and Japanese settlements,
this paper probes into the problems existing in Chinese historic preservation systems and puts forward

corresponding suggestions for improvement of the systems.
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